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Greetings!
Welcome to our fifth Department Newsletter! 

This newsletter will give you a look into some of the 
successes of alumni and students, as well as some of their 
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ALUMNI NEWS

Benjamin Harkins, of Gainesville, 
GA, received his Bachelor of Science 
of Political Science, with a pre-law 
concentration, in December of 2016. He 
recently graduated with a law degree 
from the University of Pennsylvania and 
just wrapped up an internship with a 
Federal Judge. He will start his new job 
in Georgia in October.

Ben transferred to UNG after his 
freshman year and decided to pursue 
other career opportunities. “North 
Georgia provided a great place to help me 
figure out what I wanted to do both with 
my education and what I wanted to do 
with my career long-term,” said Ben. 

After graduating from UNG in 
December 2016, Ben focused on 
theLSAT and law school admission 
process over an 18-month period. Ben 
did not know what to expect but he 
ended up being near the top of his class. 
“Don’t discount the experience that you 
can have at North Georgia, because you 
can be right up there with the Harvard 
grads,” said Ben. 

Ben was asked if he recalled any 
classes or experience, he had here at 
UNG that be believes helped prepare 
him for his law studies at the University 
of Pennsylvania. “I think my experience 
with Dr. Friedman [helped me]. He was a 
fierce critic of my writing and my ability 
to persuade and he definitely made me a 
better writer. Anything in that you do in 
law school is going to be a lot of research 
and writing based, so I definitely feel like 
I had a leg up after taking those classes 
with him,” said Ben. 

Ben participated in the Model UN 
with Dr. Miner and said he “developed 
quick, on-the-fly research abilities 
and some public speaking skills.” All 
PSIA majors must fulfill an internship 
requirement. Ben interned with Michelle 
Jones, a Senate candidate for the State 
House in Flowery Branch during the 
2016 campaign. Ben said that it “has 
been able to help make the connections 
across the political scene in Georgia.”

We also asked Ben what he thinks 
being a part of the North Georgia PSIA 

Meet Benjamin Harkins:  
Class of 2016 

family will mean for his future. “I think 
having my degree from North Georgia 
means a lot to Georgia employers, to 
the North Georgia legal community,” 
said Ben, “While I did go away to 
Pennsylvania to go to law school to get 
one of the best legal educations I could 
get. I have a job o�er from King and 
Spaulding, which is a great Atlanta firm 
and I hope to work for a judge in Georgia. 
And I'm definitely going to be playing up 
the North Georgia experience as a way 
to show that I really want to be here and 
come back and work in the community 
that raised me.” 

Ben had some advice for prospective 
students, current students and even 
former students of UNG. “For current 
and former students, definitely reach 
out to your network. All the time as I 
was looking for jobs in Atlanta, I was 
reaching out and seeing if a law firms 
had in North Georgia grad and several 
did and provided some great information 
about both that firm and about the legal 
job market in general,” said Ben. 

“For future students, this is a great 
opportunity to come and experience 
a great faculty, and small classroom 
environment where you'll be able to 
make great connections with classmates 
and great relationships with professors 
that can be a lifelong resource both for 
formal letters of recommendation and 
for informal networking opportunities,” 
said Ben. Ben praised his time at North 
Georgia. “I wouldn't replace my North 
Georgia experience for anything where I 
am at my life right now,” said Ben. 

“Don’t discount the 
experience that you 
can have at North 
Georgia, because 
you can be right 
up there with the 
Harvard grads.” 

— Benjamin Harkins
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ALUMNI NEWS

Meet Ash Harris: Class of 2014

The UNG Alumni Association 
sponsored the 1873 Alumni Speaker 
Series, and for the fifth presentation of 
the series, PSIA Graduate Ash Harris 
was interviewed. Ash Harries graduated 
from UNG in 2014 with an Intero.edion of 

http://www.ung.edu/political-science-international-affairs/
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Meet Kylee Smith: Class of 2020 
We were able to speak with former 

PSIA student Kylee Smith of Suwanee, 
GA. Kylee graduated from the University 
of North Georgia in Summer 2020 with a 
Bachelor of Arts in International A�airs. 
Kylee is now pursuing her MBA at the 
University of North Georgia. Not only 
was Kylee, and still is, a student at UNG, 
Kylee plays softball for the university 
as well. She was able to play softball an 
additional year because she was given 
another year of eligibility due to COVID 
cancelling the previous senior.

We asked Kylee why she chose 
International A�airs as her major and 
why she chose UNG. “Well, I chose 
UNG because of softball, I was o�ered a 
scholarship by Coach Davenport,” said 
Kylee. Kylee said she had somewhat 
of an idea of what she wanted to do. “I 
followed my interests, which lead me to 
international a�airs.”
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STUDENT NEWS
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STUDENT NEWS
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STUDENT NEWS

www.ung.edu/political-science-international-a�airs/

Congratulations 
to the following graduates!

Ezekiel Adelakun | Political Science

Katherine Torres | Political Science, 
Pre-Law

Liam Wylie | International A�airs

John Arnold | Strategic & Security Studies

Christopher Thompson | Political Science

Thomas Vella | Strategic & Security Studies

Lina Porter | International A�airs, East Asia

Justin Harper | Political Science

Jazmine Barne | Political Science

Stephania Ortez | Political Science

Nathan Jones | Political Science, Pre-Law

Jesse Vaughan | Strategic & Security Studies

James Perez | Political Science

Meredith Malone | Political Science

Matthew Howell | International A�airs, 
Middle East

Brandon Phillips | Political Science

Brook Nitkowski | Political Science

Stephen Cochran | Political Science

Bradley Booth | International A�airs, Europe

Shanna Lewallen | Political Science, 
Pre-Law

Christian Ashmore | Political Science

Evan Setter | Political Science

Cynthia Magana | Political Science

Misty Mangrum | Political Science

Abigail Zook | International A�airs, Europe

Distinguished Military Students
UNG recognized a record breaking 34 Distinguished 

Military Students (DMS) for 2022-22. They were 
honored Sept. 26 at the DMS Review in the Convocation 
Center on UNG's Dahlonega Campus.

UNG’s professor of Military Science, Col. Bryan Kirk, 
commented on the announcement of the honorees. "I 
am exceptionally proud of our Boar's Head Brigade DMS 
cadets. They have distinguished themselves through 
remarkable e�ort and consistent high achievement 
within the ROTC program and the UNG student 
body," said Col. Kirk. “It is a testament to each cadet's 
determination and capability, as well as the ROTC 
leaders and the superb UNG faculty and sta� who 
support the individuals and the corps."

To be selected, a cadet must be in the upper half 
of the academic class, the upper third of the ROTC 
class, and the upper third of UNG's Order of Merit 
List, established by the professor of military science. 
Additionally, cadets are chosen on the basis of interest 
and aptitude for military service and outstanding 
qualities of leadership and high moral character as 
demonstrated by participation and achievement in 
campus, civic and military activities. Three of those are 
members of the PSIA family:

Connor Hamilton 
Strategic & Security Studies

Ryan Jones 
Strategic & Security Studies

Alex Minton,  
Strategic & Security Studies

Congratulations to all students named!

AWARDS & SCHOLARSHIPS

http://www.ung.edu/political-science-international-affairs/
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FACULTY NEWS

Association of Former Intelligence Officers Sits Down 
with Dr. Edward Mienie 

Dr. Edward Mienie, the Executive Director and Associate 
Professor of Strategic and Security Studies, was featured 
in an interview with the Association of Former Intelligence 
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FACULTY NEWS

New Faces: Faculty Updates

Dr. Elliot Thomas Montagano
Dr. Elliot Montagano is an Assistant Professor of Political Science at the 

University of North Georgia’s Dahlonega campus. He earned his BA in American 
History and Philosophy from Salve Regina University in Newport, RI and his MA 
in Political Theory from Boston College in Chestnut Hill, MA. Elliot joined the 
UNG faculty after teaching at the University of North Texas where he completed 
his PhD in Political Theory. 

Elliot’s areas of research are in the history of political philosophy with a focus 
on the intersection of political institutions, public opinion, and public morality, 
particularly with regard to civic education, censorship, and civil liberties. His 
current research explores these themes as developed in the thought of Jean-
Jacques Rousseau and seeks to apply Rousseau’s theory to similar questions 
in contemporary politics. Elliot’s teaching interests are in the areas of Ancient 
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FACULTY NEWS
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Dr. Zachary Schwartz
Dr. Zachary Schwartz is coming to UNG from the University of Missouri, St. 

Louis. Dr. Schwartz is a Lecturer of Political Science & International A�airs at the 
University of North Georgia’s Oconee Campus. He graduated with a BA in Political 
Science in 2011 and an MA in Political Science in 2017, both from the University of 
Missouri - St. Louis (UMSL). He recently defended his dissertation and expects to 
graduate with his Ph.D. from UMSL in December 2021. 

He has been teaching political science courses full-time as an adjunct at 
various universities in the St. Louis area for over three years. While he will 
primarily teach Intro to American Government (the course he has taught the most 
in his career) at UNG, in the past he has taught undergraduate courses in various 
subcategories of American Government including The American Presidency and 
an introductory law class. He has also had the opportunity to teach International 
Relations and Comparative Politics courses including Intro to IR, International 
Institutions, International Political Theory, and Politics of the European Union. In 
his own words, he is “beyond excited for the opportunity to dedicate all my time as 
a teacher to teaching American Politics for one student population.”

Professor Schwartz’ dissertation research involves the impact of racial 
resentment and immigrant animus amongst American voters. He examined 
the degree to which subtle political cues a�ect feelings toward immigrants and 
the degree to which racial resentment and immigrant animus acts as a driver to 

http://www.ung.edu/political-science-international-affairs/
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