
Dear Alumni,
Welcome to our third Alumni Newsletter! We are 

excited to share news about our alumni, current students, 
faculty and departmental events. As the Head of the 
Political Science & International Affairs Department, I 
could not be more proud of our students, faculty and staff. 

https://www.facebook.com/PSIADept/
https://www.instagram.com/ung_psia/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/ung-political-science-international-affairs/
https://blog.ung.edu/psia-news/
https://forms.ung.edu/view.php?id=1188825
https://forms.ung.edu/view.php?id=1188825
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George Johnson, the eldest North 
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Meet Brian Harrin: Intelligence Analyst
Brian Harrin, originally from San 

Antonio, TX is a graduate of UNG’s 
MAIA program. He said that from his 
early childhood, he got to travel and 
experience different parts of the world. 
He believes this instilled his desire to 
learn about other cultures and ultimately 
pursue the MAIA program. 

Like other programs, MAIA is offered 
at countless other schools. We asked 
Brian what sold him on UNG’s program. 

“I liked what I saw as far as what 
the program consisted of,” said Brian. 

http://www.ung.edu/political-science-international-affairs/
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Phillip Ly – Freeman-Asia Award Winner
UNG PSIA student Phillip Ly, of Forest 

Park, GA, like many students, is always 
looking for scholarships. One in particular 
that he applied for, and won, was the 
Freeman-Asia Award which is a scholar-
ship for students who want to travel to Asia 
but are limited in financial means to do so. 
He chose Strategic Security Studies as his 
major and to study abroad is a requirement 
for this major. 

“The main reason I want to study 
abroad is to learn more about my target 
language, which is Japanese, and other 
opportunities such as meeting new people 
and building connections,” said Phillip. 

Phillip is also a member of the National 
Guard, and serves as a Motor Transport 
Operator. He received the Georgia Military 
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www.ung.edu/political-science-international-a�airs/

http://www.ung.edu/political-science-international-affairs/
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PSIA Students to 
Participate in Massey 
University Exchange 
Program 2021

The PSIA Department began a partnership with Massey 
University of New Zealand last Spring semester. The 
partnership enables students 

to take Massey University’s “Intelligence in the Security 
Environment” course. This allows our students another 
opportunity to interact with students and professors globally 
and gain international experience without the expense or 
required time away.

Kressadlova Vieux and Mia Simpson are participating in 
the Massey University of New Zealand’s Exchange Program 
this Spring Semester. As all International Affairs majors at 
UNG, they are required to complete a study abroad semester. 
Due to the difficulties presented to students who are required 
to study abroad as part of their program of study due to COVID-
19, the department is for this year only allowing participation 
in the Massey exchange program to fulfill their study abroad 
requirement for UNG.  

To hear Dr. Armstrong’s overview of the program, click HERE.

To learn about students’ experiences at Massey, click HERE 
and HERE.

Meet Mia Simpson
Mia is a Junior majoring in International Affairs 

with a European concentration. She is also a HOPE and 
Pell student. “I am thrilled to be a part of the Massey 
exchange program this spring. I think it’s going to be 
amazing to interact with students from another country. 
I love opening myself up to new perspectives and new 
ideas,” said Mia. 

Her ultimate goal is to be a Foreign Service Officer 
(FSO) for a state department. Mia will also obtain her 
master’s degree and then plans to take the Foreign 
Service Officer’s test. She would like to become an 
intelligence analyst or lawyer and to work in government. 
FSO appeals to her because you get relocated every 
few years. “Every few years you’re in a new place with 
new cultures and possibly new languages and that’s so 
interesting; there is so much to learn,” she notes. 

Meet Kressadlova Vieux
Kressadlova Vieux is a senior majoring in 

International Affairs. She is excited about her 
opportunity with the Massey Program. She mentioned 
that she would love to go to New Zealand one day and 
study there. 

Kressadlova’s ultimate goal is to work as a Foreign 
Diplomat or as an Intelligence Specialist. 

“I genuinely enjoy every aspect of it [International 
Affairs], and I cannot wait to learn more. I pray that my 
degree in I.A. will help me pursue my goals to change the 
world for the better,” she said. 

Online Bachelor of Science Degree
The Political Science & 

International Affairs (PSIA) 
Department is pleased to announce that 
it is now offering an online Bachelor 
of Science degree in Political Science 
for the very first time. The online 
degree started with alumna Apollonia 
Johnson, who is the first UNG student 
to earn a bachelor’s degree in political 
science completely online. The PSIA 
Department is the first academic 
department at UNG to offer associate, 
bachelor’s and master’s degrees online. 

The department also offers master’s 
degrees in International Affairs 
(MAIA) and in Public Administration 
(MPA) fully online.

“We are thrilled to offer a fully 
online Bachelor of Science degree in 
Political Science here at UNG,” says 
Department Head Dr. Dlynn Armstrong 
Williams. “We have achieved great 
success with our master’s degrees 
online programs and wanted to provide 
this opportunity to undergraduates as 
well. Since the MPA’s online program 

began in 2017, we experienced double 
the enrollment within the year.”  The 
B.S. in Political Science comes at a 
perfect time, since many universities 
are now offering virtual academic 
experiences due to COVID-19. All 
online courses within the program 
are QM Certified and have been 
reviewed at the department level to 
ensure consistently with the previously 
established course objectives and level 
of rigor across courses.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yFSw5Zv-MzQ&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cooZcQqUF8Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JuYppBd5Wqo&t=123s
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www.ung.edu/political-science-international-a�airs/

Department Awards

Congratulations to the following students for 
receiving the following department awards!

Highest GPA of a Graduating Senior, BS Political Science.
Ashley Williams.........................................................Gainesville Campus

David Potter Award: Highest GPA of a Graduating Senior, 
BA International Affairs
Maria Bortolucci..........................................................Dahlonega Campus

Michael Reese Award: Highest GPA of a Graduating Senior, 
BS Political Science Pre-Law
Sara Johnson..................................................................Dahlonega Campus

Frank M. Smith Award: Highest GPA, BS Political Science
Brandon Weiss...............................................................Dahlonega Campus

Barry Friedman Legacy Award: Highest GPA,  
Masters of Public Affairs Graduate
Natassia Williams..................................................................... UNG Online

AWARDS & SCHOLARSHIPS

Congratulations 
to the following graduates 

from the PSIA and  
MAIA programs!

Kaylee Cantrell | Political Science

Avery Chappell | Political Science

Shannon Di Virgilio | Political Science

Kylynn Gallagher | Political Science

Taylor Hardin | Political Science

Isatou Jallow | Political Science

Jian Mallari | Political Science

Rafael Pellerano | Political Science

Daniel Sams | Political Science

Taylor Seabolt | Political Science

Andrew Seymour | Political Science

Ashley Williams | Political Science

Hayden Lathren | Political Science 
American Politics concentration

Ashley Thomas | Political Science 
American Politics concentration

Joseph Anderson | Political Science 
Pre-Law concentration

Ricardo Galvan-Delgado | Political Science 
Pre-Law concentration

Samuael Marshall | Political Science 
Pre-Law concentration

Kate West | International Affairs 
European concentration

James Heriot | International Affairs 
East Asian concentration

Cauffman Cody | International Affairs 
Middle East concentration

William Gates | Strategic & Security Studies

JaMia Lawrence | Strategic & Security Studies

Jared Pate | Strategic & Security Studies

Thomas Schwind | Strategic & Security Studies

Dean Hyams Award presented 
to PSIA Student

International Affairs major and Senior Honors Program student 
Maria Bortolucci was awarded the Dean Hyams Award. This 
award is given annually by the SGA to a senior who exemplifies 
outstanding leadership qualities and is named in honor of H. Michael 
Hyams, who served as Vice President for Student Affairs and Dean of 
Students for 28 years.

PSIA Student is Recipient of 
Golden Nighthawk Award:

Senior Jelma Flores-Mota received the Golden Nighthawk Award 
for MSA’s Women’s Awards Day. Jelma was nominated by Kyle Murphy, 
the Interim Assistant Director of Multicultural Student Affairs.

http://www.ung.edu/political-science-international-affairs/
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Scholarships

mailto:polsia-dah@ung.edu
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FACULTY NEWS

www.ung.edu/political-science-international-a�airs/

New Edition of The 
Basics of American 
Government Published

We are excited to announce that the University of 
North Georgia Press is publishing a new edition of the 
textbook, The Basics of American Government, edited 
by Dr. Carl Cavalli, with contributions from several 
current and former UNG faculty. This new edition, 
scheduled for release in fall 2021, reflects significant 
changes in politics and government over the past four 
years.  The first edition was published ten years ago in 
2011.   

Dr. Cavalli says, “Like most political and social 
science textbooks, we are looking to stay relevant.” The 
new edition reflects changes over the past few years, 
most notably the new administration in Washington, 
D.C. There have also been significant changes to 
Congress, including a partisan change in one chamber.  
The new edition will also reflect changes to state 
politics, such as the election of a new governor in 

http://www.ung.edu/political-science-international-affairs/




http://www.ung.edu/political-science-international-affairs/
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http://www.ung.edu/political-science-international-affairs/
https://securelb.imodules.com/s/1863/bp18/fdn/interior-fdn.aspx?sid=1863&gid=2&pgid=418&cid=1063&dids=1152
https://forms.ung.edu/view.php?id=1188825
mailto:polsia-dah@ung.edu
mailto:polsia-gvl@ung.edu
https://www.facebook.com/PSIADept/
https://twitter.com/UngPsia
https://www.instagram.com/ung_psia/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCd2pdOmROFn_PwQAq3xKA0w
https://www.linkedin.com/company/ung-political-science-international-affairs/

