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Preface 
This handbook provides students with the information needed when seeking credit for prior learning 
related to specific courses at the University of North Georgia.  The handbook is also available online via 
the UNG website. 

 For more information about PLA at UNG, contact:  

 
Christy Orr 
Assistant Director  
Nighthawk Engagement and Student Transitions (NEST) 
E-mail:  Christy.orr@ung.edu   

https://ung.edu/veteran-adult-learners/index.php
mailto:Christy.orr@ung.edu




 

A student who has earned a grade other than a W in the course may not earn CLEP, DSST or other exam 
credit for the course.  A student may earn CLEP, DSST or other exam credit for a course in which he/she 
is currently enrolled provided that the student withdraws from the course no later than the last date in 
the term to withdraw with a W.   Students should be aware that medical, dental, and other professional 
schools may not recognize course credit by examination in their admissions processes. 

Methods of Assessing Prior Learning for College Credit 
1. Departmental Examination. Students currently enrolled who present satisfactory evidence 

that they are knowledgeable in a particular subject may receive credit by an approved 
departmental examination developed and administered by the appropriate instructional 
department. Satisfactory evidence may be but is not limited to work experience, non-credit 
courses, coursework was taken at non-accredited institutions or military courses. The head of 
the instructional department offering the course must give permission; however, exams will not 
be permitted in courses for which a student has previously taken an exam for credit or was 
previously enrolled at UNG as a regular or audit student.  (For more information, consult the 
UNG Catalog.)   

2. National Standardized Examination. Credit for prior learning may be awarded through 
College Level Examination Program (CLEP), Advanced Placement (AP) credit, Dantes Subject 
Standardized Tests (DSST), Foreign Language Achievement Testing Service (FLATS), and 
International Baccalaureate Program (IB) (further explanation is available in the UNG Catalog).  

• CLEP (College Level Examination Program) Credit 

College-Level Examination Program (CLEP) exams are ninety-minutes (except the College 
Composition Exam, which is 120 minutes) available in five general areas and twenty-nine 
subject areas for students interested in earning college credit for the material they already 
know.  Criteria for credit awarded for CLEP subject examinations, minimum scores, and 
credit is given may be found on page 12 of this handbook or for more detailed information, 
go to the UNG Testing website for CLEP.  CLEP credit will be indicated by a "K" grade on the 
student's transcript. 
 
• DSST (Dantes Subject Standardized Tests) Credit  

The Dantes Subject Standardized Tests (DSST), formerly DANTES

https://ung.edu/academics/catalogs.php
https://ung.edu/academics/catalogs.php
http://www.collegeboard.com/student/testing/clep/exams.html
http://www.collegeboard.com/student/testing/clep/exams.html
https://ung.edu/testing/clep.php
http://getcollegecredit.com/
https://ung.edu/testing/dsst.php


https://ung.edu/testing/flats.php
http://www.acenet.edu/news-room/Pages/College-Credit-Recommendation-Service-CREDIT.aspx
https://jst.doded.mil/smart/signIn.do




 

VETERANS AND CURRENT MILITARY SERVICE MEMBERS 
 
The University of North Georgia is committed to helping veterans and current military personnel take 
full advantage of their eligible benefits from the Department of Veterans Affairs. Students seeking VA 
educational benefits should contact the UNG Financial Aid Department.  
 
In addition to UNG resources, veterans and military service members are encouraged to explore the 
educational opportunities available through the University System of Georgia. 
 
Veterans and current military personnel may take advantage of the Military Evaluations Program 
conducted 

http://www.va.gov/
https://ung.edu/financial-aid/veterans-benefits/index.php
http://www.usg.edu/student_affairs/military
http://www.acenet.edu/news-room/Pages/Transcripts-for-Military-Personnel.aspx
https://clep.collegeboard.org/earn-college-credit/military-benefits
https://www.dantes.doded.mil/FinancialAid/FinancialAssistance.html
http://myarmybenefits.us.army.mil/Home/Benefit_Library/State__Territory_Benefits.html


 

UNIVERSITY OF NORTH GEORGIA PLA PORTFOLIO POLICIES 
 



 

 
10. Time Limit Policy: Students have up to two semesters to complete PLA by portfolio for a particular 
course. Students may have one additional semester if it becomes necessary to resubmit an 
unsatisfactory portfolio. 
 





 

CLEP Credits Granted by UNG  



 

CLEP Subject Examination Acceptable CLEP Scaled 
Courses UNG Course(s) Credited 

History of the United States I*‡ 50 HIST 2111 

History of the United States II*‡ 50 HIST 2112 

Human Growth and Development 50 PSYC 2103 

Macroeconomics, Principles of 50 ECON 2105 

Management, Principles of 52** MGMT 3661 

Marketing, Principles of 55** MKTG 3700 

Microeconomics, Principles of 50 ECON 2106 

Precalculus 50 MATH 1113 

Psychology, Introductory 50 PSYC 1101 

Sociology, Introductory 50 SOCI 1101 

Spanish Language, College Level 45 
50 
56 
63 

SPAN 1001 
SPAN 1001 & 1002 

SPAN 1001, 1002, & 2001 
SPAN 1001, 1002, 2001, & 

2002 

Western Civilization I 50 HIST 1121 or 2200 

Western Civilization II 50 Hist 1122 or 2201  
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