


The collaboration between our school systems, businesses 
and regional leaders is an integral part of Georgia’s 
leading workforce development programs. We appreciate 
the University of North Georgia’s efforts in building 
a curriculum that supports the state in ensuring that 
Georgia’s workforce possesses the skills necessary to 
succeed in future high-demand careers. Additionally, 
we want to thank the University and their partners for 
their continued commitment in developing the Regional 
Education and Economic Development Initiative to help 
Georgia’s students on the path to success.

— Georgia Department of Economic Development Commissioner Pat Wilson

I often say, everything touches everything. We’re proud to 
support the REED initiative, as it takes a holistic view of how 
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Annual REED Summit
The Regional Education and Economic Development Summit brings together groups with 
varied interests learn about and discuss industry trends, educational pathways, and existing 
and future high-demand career opportunities in the rapidly growing north Georgia region. 
Participants include economic development professionals, government o�cials, business 
and community leaders as well as educators and students from the region’s high schools, 
technical colleges, and universities. Introduced with an inaugural Summit in 2018, the annual 
REED Summit was established to connect the dots and create a cohesive dialog relevant to 
the three focus areas of the UNG REED Initiative: access to education, workforce readiness, 
and partnerships and collaboration. 

2018  
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Educational 
Opportunities 
and Research

The O�ce of Government 
Relations and Economic 
Development at the University 
of North Georgia serves as a 
liaison between the community 
and the university by fostering 
positive relationships with local 
governments, surrounding 
neighborhoods, civic and 
community-based organizations, 
and the local business community. 
Our team can assist you to access 
and leverage university assets 
relevant to your needs. 

Kate Maine, Ed.D., 
Vice President of 
University Relations 
and Chief of Sta�
kate.maine@ung.edu
706-864-1950

Ben Jarrard, 
Executive Director 
of Government 
Relations & Economic 
Development 
ben.jarrard@ung.edu
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Leadership is the key to the success of each community in 
north Georgia. We are thankful to have in our region the 
University of North Georgia and the leadership they bring 
in helping the communities succeed and the new leaders 
they produce back into the communities each year. The 
REED Summit is just one example where their continued 
leadership makes a di�erence in educating todays leaders 
in the real issues that affects education and economic 
development.”

— Rope Roberts
Community and Economic Development Manager
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